Bio of Tracey Schmidt and Daniel Ladinsky 

Hafiz and Daniel Ladinsky
 
Daniel Ladinsky was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. He has traveled many times around the world. For six years made his home in a spiritual community in western India, where he worked in rural clinic free to the poor, and lived with the intimate disciples and family of Meher Baba. A Year with Hafiz: Daily Contemplations  is his fourth volume of Hafiz’s poetry in translation. In addition Daniel has also published Love Poems from God: Twelve Sacred voices from the East and the West.  Daniel now resides along the coast of South Carolina, where he continues his work with sacred poetry.
 Hafiz, whose given name was Shams-ud-din Mohammad (c. 1320-1389) is the most beloved poet of Persia. Born in Shiraz, he lived at about the same time as Chaucer in England and about one hundred years after the poet Rumi. He spent nearly all of his life in Shiraz, where he became a famous Sufi Master. His Divan is a classic in the literature of Sufism, and is reputed to be the best selling book in the Middle east of any piece of literature.  The work of Hafiz became known to the West largely through the efforts of Goethe, whose enthusiasm rubbed off on Ralph Waldo Emerson, who translated Hafiz in the nineteenth century. Hafiz’s poems were also admired by such diverse writers as Nietzsche, Pushkin, Turgenev, Carlyle, and Garcia Lorca.  These beautiful renditions of Hafiz by Daniel Ladinsky have opened this work up to a vast and varied audience. The Gift, one of five books of translations by Ladinsky, is the third top-rated book in Religion and Spirituality, and has for 16 years been one of the top 100 books in Poetry, worldwide. 

Tracey Schmidt

Tracey Schmidt is an Asheville-based  photographer and a poet. Her museum exhibit The Awakening of Turtle Island: Portraits of Native Americans opened in Atlanta for the Olympics, where it won Regional Designation Award in the Humanities before touring over 18 museums, including the Cherokee Museum in nearby Cherokee, NC.   It will begin a national tour in 2012. 

 Her first book of poetry, I Have Fallen in Love with the World, was published by Logosophia Books, 2011, (an Asheville-based publisher) and currently has 22 five -star reviews on Amazon.  She performs her poetry and the work of poet-saints from memory to music.   

At the age of 19 Schmidt moved to Japan to live in a Buddhist monastery. Her spiritual practices there awakened a desire to return to American in search of a tradition that was as authentic and indigenous in America as Buddhism has been for her in Japan. This lead her to her work with native people; both deeply inform her current work in poetry.   

Schmidt has taught creativity and poetry at such facilities as Julia Cameron’s (author of The Artists Way) Taos Creativity Camp, the NC Center for the Advancement of Teaching, and Warren Wilson’s alumni wilderness retreat in the Georgian Bay, Canada.  

For more information about this upcoming poetry tour:

Tracey Schmidt 

t.Schmidt@mindspring.com
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